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an order of merit or valour. He even suggested in
one letter that the Order should bear the name of
Queen Victoria. When the Order of the Victoria
Cross was established in 1856 he did not venture to
assert that in this case post hoc was the same as propter
hoc, but at all events it was a special gratification to
him to know that the Order at last existed almost
exactly as he had conceived it

This is perhaps the proper place to say something
on the charge that Russell was grossly unfair to Lord
Raglan and that he even hastened his end. It was a
charge which Russell was always ready to meet; there
are numerous references to it in his public writings
and private letters. In discussing it, it is desirable to
answer the questions whether Russell exaggerated
what he saw in the Crimea and whether it was neces-
sary to sacrifice the feelings of a few persons in high
positions to the general good of the Army and of
England If it can be shown that he attacked Lord
Raglan for acts or omissions which did not affect
essentially the safety and well-being of the Army, he
may justly be charged with having trespassed in a
province where he had no right to exercise his judg-
ment, and even with having pressed some animus
against a natural enemy. But Russell always posi-
tively denied that he stepped outside his legitimate
area of criticism. It is not, we suppose, to be argued
that his strictures, made on the spot, were less useful,
if they were true, or required less courage, than those
which were made a great many years afterwards.
Students of military affairs know that Lord Wolseley
and Sir Evelyn Wood have denounced the neglect of
the Army in the Crimea in language as unequivocal as
his. But it may be said that they attacked, as was